
A weekly prayer guide as we seek God's provision for renovating and expanding our facility

Extending Grace
through

the Special Needs Community

Loving God, 

You make each living person in your image.

It is your gift of love and commitment to the human race, A seed to build a community of

interdependence and respect for all life 

Guide our hands to build access and welcome 

Guide our minds to understand the power and wisdom of human vulnerability 

Guide our actions to create communities open to the gifts of each individual 

Give us courage to stand up to the forces willing to destroy life because they fear disability

or make judgments about its “quality.” 

Give us understanding that your body is incomplete if people are left behind 

Give us an appreciation of the role we must play in spreading your good news to all we meet 

We give thanks for loving parents who welcome and nurture their children 

We appreciate all those living with disabilities who contribute their time and talents even in

the face of obstacles or rejection 

Guide us always Lord in your way 

Amen 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I

praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are

wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was

made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your

eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book

before one of them came to be. Psalm 139:13-16 



EXTENDING GRACE...

THROUGH our Special Needs
Community

Grace church believes in God’s value for every human life. We

believe that Jesus desires a personal relationship with every

person, regardless of their abilities or disabilities. Our church

understands that to give the gospel to a child or adult with a

disability or someone with a physical limitation requires more

than just praying and speaking. It means creatively meeting

each individual where they are as you share hope, peace and

purpose. Boys who are blind can see the Light, girls who are

deaf can hear the Word of God, those in wheelchairs can walk

with Jesus, and even those with Down Syndrome can have the

mind of Christ. Having a teachable and humble posture with

compassionate actions will win us the right to enter a deeper

level of friendship with a disabled child or adult.

Out of these beliefs, both Engage Fayette and our Children’s

and Youth ministries have committed

to creating welcoming environments for individuals with special

needs. The Children's Ministry has created a program to

facilitate an appropriate accommodation plan for the individual

with additional needs. In partnership with Young Life, our

youth host a Capernaum Club meeting several times a year for

high school students with special needs. Since its inception,

Engage Fayette has been committed to opening our doors and

sharing our facility with organizations that help and support

the special needs community. 

ExceptionalOps is one of our EF community partners which

advocates for people with developmental disabilities and their

families by promoting the improvement and expansion of

supports and services for people with developmental

disabilities. Twice a year ExOps host events at our

facility.  Over 100 differently abled youth and adults gather

over dinner and to enjoy the fun festivities of the evening. 

Club 2.0 is a group of differently-abled adults that meets at

Grace Church once a month. This group was started two years

ago by Faith Smith for young adults who have graduated out

of the Young Life Capernaum group.  The group comes

together on the first Thursday every month to share a meal

and enjoy a Bible lesson. A  wonderful group of volunteers from

Grace and the community serve and provide the love of Jesus

and community for this group. 

THROUGH our Facility

Our desire is that everyone that enters our facility will feel

welcomed. We have many limitations with our current facility

that prohibit us from being a welcoming place for the special

needs community. 

Recently Carrie Zook was struggling to carry something heavy

up the back stairs. Her experience highlights a great need

with our facility. As she reached the landing on the stairs, she

glanced up and noticed the picture of a little girl in a

wheelchair, smiling. Looking at the photo on this particular

day and time it struck her that this photo was on the landing of

a stairway leading to a Children’s Ministry program that this

little girl would never be able to attend. A  photo alone cannot

represent our commitment to share the gospel with all people.

As a church, we have a stated commitment to serving those

with special needs in our community. We desire to be all

inclusive and to welcome those with special needs, but do we

really? Are we committed to making the renovations and

additions that are needed to accommodate the families in our

community that have special needs? Children with mobility

issues, adults struggling with injuries or aging often find it

difficult to fully participate in our church activities.

Expanding our facility would allow us to welcome people with

any kind of special need into our community. Expanding our

facility would allow us to have an elevator. Anyone that is

unable to walk up the stairs will have access to the elevator

and would be able to attend and participate in our children’s

ministry on Sunday mornings. They would be able to attend

Wednesday morning bible studies without relocating to a

downstairs locations and resetting chairs to accommodate. We

would have more capacity to accommodate groups that need

elevator access to our second floor classrooms.  We would gain

more classroom space and we could host a Sunday morning class

for differently-abled adults. Expanding our facility is necessary

if we want to be a church that welcomes the special needs

community!

It is impossible for us to share the gospel of Jesus with those

that are disabled or handicapped unless we make our facility

open and welcome to them!



Pray for:
A community that truly sees all people as being made in the image of God and as valued members of
our community of faith.
Families and volunteers who have made a commitment to welcome people of all abilities, gifts, and
talents into their circle of friendship and God's community.
God to continue to open our eyes to the ways that we can align our hearts desires with the actions and
priorities we take as a church family.
God to provide the financial resources needed for renovating and expanding our facility.

gracechurchfayette.org


