
 

MARK & DEBBIE MCLACHLAN  

news and update for prayer  ----- April, 2018 

Friends, 

Its that time again for us, we're packing again, packing again.  As our 

time in Georgia draws to a close, and we head out for our last travels 

before heading back towards Ethiopia, we find that familiar mix of 

excitement and anxiety.  Pray for how we deal with the anxieties of 

travel, and that we would not have simple excitement, but rather a 

genuine joy in the Lord, carrying us and renewing our purpose for why 

and how we do this strange life we live. 

We have experienced in this time the joy of seeing friends we have not 

seen in years, and in some cases heard the stories of sorrow they have 

experienced in the intervening times.  This is a privilege for us to be 

allowed in people's lives in that manner.  Please pray for those we have 

visited with (that is pray for each other) that have shared with us their 

joys and sorrows, victories and struggles, and sometimes the simple 

pleasures of daily living.  We are blessed having each of you in our 

lives.   

Ethiopia.  The last few months have been tumultuous, politically, 

including protests, deaths, a state of emergency, and limited internet, 

the sudden resignation of the Prime Minister, and a month and a half of 

collective anxiety over the transition of power.  Finally, this week, a new 

prime minister was sworn in.  We held our breath to see how he would 

be received, and from what we are hearing, there seems to be a sigh of 

relief, bordering on sheer joy, on who was chosen.  Some prisoners have 

been released, and internet has been restored, Friday.  Pray for a 

continued transition, and that an appropriate non-disruptive conclusion 

to the state of emergency be conducted in the appropriate time 

frame.  Pray for the safety of the new Prime Minister and his family. 



AND in Ethiopia: this is the week of Orthodox Easter.  Please pray for the 

special Easter-related outreaches being done by our Awi Outreach team, 

and by others around the country.  May the risen Christ be seen afresh 

in that country--as well as in each of us! 

A reminder of other prayer requests mentioned in the recent broader 

prayer letter: our travels in this month are expected to exceed 2000 

miles by road (Georgia, Pennsylvania, New England, Chicago, Missouri, 

Arkansas, Texas) and we covet your prayers for travel.  Also for 

the family events of Anna's college graduation, and Caleb and Jeannie's 

wedding celebration in May.    

To what do we return?  Our sense is that our roles in SIM Ethiopia are in 

a time of change, perhaps with more leadership roles of some kind, with 

continued involvement in our local work in Injibara.  Pray for us and the 

leadership in Ethiopia, that there would be wisdom and the Lord's mind 

on what these changes could or should look like. 

Blessed to be on this journey with you all, 

Mark (and Debbie) 

 


