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As we look to our future, we want to share our vision of how we believe God’s purpose can be 

accomplished. This will involve a much-needed renovation and expansion plan. But, we are 

looking at this less as a ‘building campaign’ than as a spiritual formation and faith journey in 

discovering God’s direction and provision for us. While we want to expand our capacity for the 

Grace family to grow, our primary desire is to expand our capacity for hospitality in ways that 

allow us to better serve the needs of the Grace family and the growing opportunities we enjoy in 

our community through Engage Fayette. We have named our vision “Extending Grace” because 

it best reflects our desire!  

 

First allow me to provide some brief historical context. Grace Church began in 1973 and was 

mobile until our current building was built in 1985. The youth building was added in 1998 and 

the auditorium was remodeled in 2001. We then remodeled the youth building in 2014. For the 

last 32 years, this has been our home and it continues to be well used. While it has served us 

well, we’re spending larger amounts of time and money taking care of an aging facility. And its 

limitations are becoming more ‘limiting’ as we expanded our missional reach into our 

community.  

 

The elders have been purposefully slow and deliberate in seeking God’s direction. Our journey 

began in late 2015. At that time, we were considering the repaving of our deteriorating parking 

lot and before spending such a large amount of money we thought it wise to take a closer look at 

our property. We had civil engineer studies conducted on our property to clearly understand what 

we can and cannot do with our 20-acre property. We learned that the only place we can build is 

on our current parking lot! We sought advice from a variety of people about the best way 

forward. We’ve worked closely with the Jefferson Browne architectural group (Jeff has served 

Grace in the past) to think through our needs, design and cost. And last year we submitted our 

plans to another design group in Colorado for a 2nd opinion of our design and cost. We’ve 

wanted to be wise in our due diligence. 

 

We’ve also paid close attention to the history, culture and values of Grace Church. It was 

important to us that any future steps reflect who we are and what we value as a spiritual family.  

 

• Remain debt-free (we own our current buildings and 20 acres) 

• Steer clear of a building that is pretentious or grandiose 

• Multi-use and functional  

• Meet genuine needs for the Grace family and our local community 

• Position Grace Church to carry on our mission into the future 

 

These have guided our planning and design over the last couple of years. The facility itself and 

the process by which we seek to move forward will reflect these values.  

 

And we’ve purposed to discern God’s direction and timing. Because projects like this are costly 

on many levels, we’ve not wanted to rush into a place God wasn’t leading us. We would now 

like to invite your involvement. Together we’ll discover God’s direction and provision for us. 
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We’re approaching Extending Grace in an unconventional way. Because we will not be 

borrowing money to build we’ll discover God’s direction as He provides. The project has been 

broken into three phases that can be done independently when God provides. As God provides 

the resources for a given stage, we’ll move to the next phase. Until He provides, we’ll wait. We 

plan to fully trust God’s leadership and provision. 

 

Here’s the next steps we’ll take together over the next three months: 

 

• February: Introduce vision and inform the Grace family. Throughout the month, there will 

be opportunities for Q&A and feedback. 

 

• March and April: Two months of prayer during which time we will collectively seek 

God’s direction and leading. Each family will be asked to prayerfully consider making a 

special gift to the Extending Grace building fund. No pressure. No pledges. We pray. 

During these months, we’ll devote a portion of our Sunday worship to prayer for God’s 

direction. We’ll also provide a weekly prayer guide for the ways we extend grace to our 

family and community and how our proposed improvements will enhance our capacity to 

serve our family and community. 

 

• Sunday, April 29: We’ll have a special service when our one-time special gifts are 

collected as an expression of God’s direction and worship. Our goal is to allow God to 

surprise us with his generosity. After the 29th, the Extending Grace fund will stay open until 

God provides for the full project.  

 

Based upon God’s provision we’ll decide what our next step looks like. Take a step. Wait. Either 

way, we’ll trust God’s leadership. 
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