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"When God Calls the Most 
Unlikely People - Joshua 2
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TOP SECRET
MISSION!

Spy 1 Spy 2

So they went and entered the 
house of a prostitute named 
Rahab and stayed there.

Rehab's Home

SHHHHH!
We know little about where Rahab was in her 
spiritual journey …  certainly can’t assume spiritual 
maturity. She took a courageous step to protect them 
in the best way she knew how. She lied.

Story told in 
Joshua 1:1-7, 

10-11

Joshua 2



She believed God was 
behind the people of Israel

She disclosed that the 
people of Jericho were 
terrified and demoralized

I know that the Lord has given you this 

land !  The Lord dried up the water of 

the Red Sea!  For the Lord your God is God in heaven 

above and on the earth below

 

v.12  “Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that 
you will show kindness to my family, because I have 
shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you 
will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers 
and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you 
will save us from death.”

 A prostitute

Lied intentionally

Strong personal interest

Brokered a deal 
with the spies

Everything about her raises our suspicions - leads us to 
question not only character but her motives.

To suggest that Rahab doesn’t fit any of our neat categories for ‘type’ of person 
God would call to do something as significant as protect not only the spies but 
Israel  – is an enormous understatement.

Yet that’s exactly what God did …



James compared Rahab’s decision to protect 
the spies with Abraham offering his son – 

considered righteous for what she did – her 
faith being displayed.

Rahab was in the family line of 
Christ !!

There are times when God calls 
the most unlikely of people

Rahab’s story is all of our stories

So when God calls any of us 
to anything it’s an undeserved 
gesture of grace and mercy.

Let’s not dismiss or disqualify 
ourselves from being called by 

God because of our past
We are wise to never conclude 
that God is not or could not be 
calling someone to something 
because they don’t fit into our 

neat categories

Read Romans 5...
As the years pass it’s easy to forget that when 
God called us to himself we were sinners …

Spiritual maturity – reflects a 
humility deeply rooted in an 
awareness of God’s grace/mercy 
in our lives – not only at some 
point in the past when we first 
trusted Christ … but every day of 
life He now gives us.

James 2



We are wise to never conclude that God is not or could not be calling 
someone to something because they don’t fit into our neat categories

"Trouble comes when we forget this and pretend that the spiritual 
life is static and settled, as if everything were a matter of sharp 
lines, clear boundaries, precise labels and final assessments."

Os Guinness, The Call, p.112
 

"Are we going to make the process of following Jesus simpler, 
surer, more routine?

 
God forbid! Until Christ identifies and welcomes home all the 
disciples he has called, we his followers can expect to be as 

unfinished and unvarnished as we are unlikely …"
The Call, pp. 113-114

HOPEHOPE
Oswald Chambers 

loved to say …
 

 
"I am so amazed that 
God has altered me 

that I can never 
despair of (or 

dismiss) anybody?”
 

 
When we think about it-  
knowing God calls the 
most unlikely people 

gives us all... 
 

HOPE


