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Old Testament 
Stories

GENO
CIDE

Read: 
Did God Really Command  
Genocide 
by Paul Copan and Matthew
Flannagan.

But for our purposes...

...look at the stories through the 
filter of a particular time and 
place in history people were 

called to follow God – just as we 
are today in our particular time 

and place in history.

Judges 4:1                “again … they did evil in the sight of the Lord”

IDOLATRY

OPPRESSED 
BY ENEMIES

GOD, MERCY!

GOD RAISES  
A LEADER

PEACEFUL  
TIME

We see a similar 
pattern in ourselves.

The Era of the Judges



It required someone to stand 
alone in obedience to God’s 

calling … trust God’s calling 
enough to take significant 

risks of faith to restore 
spiritual vitality.

 Prophet
Prophets were given 
the ability to discern 
the purposes of God 

and to declare them to 
others with unique 

clarity and courage.

She was highly 
respected as a wise 

and discerning 
person

 Leader-  
Judge

Creative  
writer

Wife and spiritual
mother to many

Courageous/ 
charismatic leader

Deborah

God in His wisdom and providence placed Deborah in this position of 
leadership at this time in history – just as he called men - because she was 

the best and the right person for this moment in history.



What did God call Deborah to do?  (v. 6-7)

What Deborah asked Barak to do was 
courageous to say the least – huge risk 
with a high probability of catastrophic 
failure. 
But it’s what God called her to do … 

Barack

10,000 MEN

Mt. TaborNaphtali
Zebulun

Deborah

V.9 for the Lord 
will deliver Sisera 
into the hands of a 

woman.

Trust God. He’s 
gone ahead of 

you. Everything 
will be fine

trusted her

God’s 
presence/favor 
was with him

His belief that 
God would in fact 
provide



Discipleship: Calling

Most of us, whether 
we are aware of it 

or not, do the 
things we do with 

an eye on the 
approval of some 

audience

The defining 
question is not 

whether we have 
an audience (we 

all do), but which 
audience is most 
important to us.

A life responsive the call of God is lived before 
the Audience of One. 

 
Our highest and final audience is God. 

 

Audience



 
“I have only one audience. Before 

you I have nothing to prove, nothing 
to gain, nothing to lose.” 

The Call, p.74 
 

 
Being clear that our Audience is God frees 
us to live with a holy indifference to what 
others think about us and what God has 

called us to.  
I Corinthians 4:1-4 

 

 
In the face of 
criticism or 

judgement... 
we hold on to 

who God has us 
called to be and 
do – even in the 
face of criticism. 

 

 
God’s calling doesn’t need to be publicized 

– it can operate without visibility or 
celebration. 

 

 
When He calls us to live in these places 
where we face resistance, criticism and 

opposition … let’s say ‘yes’ and live with 
courage. 

 


