
October 21, 2018
"When God Calls Us To Suffer" 

JOB

Content by Gary Franklin
Artwork by Silvina Erwin



We have too much 
to live with...

...and too little 
to live for.

Os Guiness, 
The Call, pp. 3-4

There are times God calls 
us to courage far beyond 
what we believe we are 
capable of…

Abraham

Jochebed and Miriam

Moses

Deborah

Gideon

Barnabas

Ruth

called to risk everything on the strength of 
a promise of God’s blessing

called to take enormous risks in response to 
crushing injustice

...God called him back to do what he was 
created to do.

called to guide a nation with inspirational 
leadership during a dark time in Israel’s history.

called to intentionally place himself in a “this is 
impossible without God” position.

called to step back and lead as an encourager 
as Paul grew into the role God called him

called to sacrifice her personal interests...
with no view of what God would do in the 

future.



Is God fair?
Is God good?
Is God absent 
(silent and hidden)?

SUFFERING
Story of JOB...

What if Job was not intended to be read from a human perspective
 … but from God’s perspective?

In other words, what if the purpose behind Job is faith in it’s most 
raw form?



The question to be resolved in the play: 
 

Would Job trust God when everything he 
most valued was taken away from him?

The suffering will not make or break Job – 

suffering will reveal him.

Act 1

Takes place on earth - we’re 
introduced to Job and his 

family (Job 1:1-5)

Act 2 The scene shifts to 
heaven - 

a conversation 
between God and 
Satan (Job 1:6-12)

Blameless
 

Upright
 

Feared God
 

He made wise 
choices
 

Adversity and suffering in 
the life of the believer, far 

from reflecting God’s 
displeasure with us, 
may in fact reflect 

His confidence in us.

God brings hard things 
into our lives because He 

believes the best in us.



Act 3

Shifts back to earth - 
this cosmic wager 

play itself out 
(Job 1:13-22)

Act 4
Shifts back to heaven - 
another conversation 

between God and Satan 
takes place (Job 2:1-6)

At this moment all of heaven held its 
collective breath to see how Job would 

respond … may in fact reflect 
His confidence in us.

Whatever we have, we have 
because God in his grace and 
generosity has given it to us

 Waiting, by Ben Patterson

Job teaches that at the moment when faith is the 
hardest and least likely, then faith is most needed…

our choices matter, not just to us and our own 
destiny, but amazingly, to God Himself and the 

universe He rules.
 

Disappointment With God by Phillip Yancey
 

The Lord said to Satan, 
“Very well, then, he is in your 
hands; but you must spare his 

life.” v.6



Act 5

  Shifts back to earth - 
Job’s story continues 

(Job 2:7-10)

When God calls us to 
suffer far beyond what 

we believe we’re capable 
of…

 
I

 Others will then see a 
courage and a faith that 

points them to God.

What will suffering reveal about 
us and our faith?

Is our faith only as good as our 
capacity to hold on all to the stuff 

we value on earth?

Or we able to cross the divide 
from the seen world to unseen 
world – view our circumstances 
through God’s providence and 

perspective?
Is our faith anchored to 

God alone?

What if the adversity and 
suffering we face in our lives 
is not a reflection of God’s 
displeasure with us but a 

reflection of His confidence 
in us 


